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 Amazon.com, Inc. announced plans to 
open two fulfillment centers in Edwardsville and 
create more than 1,000 full-time jobs between 
the facilities when they open. 
 The news confirms what has been quiet-
ly circulating through the community for months. 
“Illinois has been a great place to do business for 
Amazon and we look forward to adding two addi-
tional fulfillment centers and creating another 
1,000 full-time jobs with benefits on day one in 
the state,” said Akash Chauhan, Amazon’s vice 
president of North American operations. “The 
elected officials throughout the city and state 
have been very supportive of Amazon and we 
thank them for helping make this possible. We’re 
excited to soon call Edwardsville home and be-
come an active member of this vibrant communi-
ty.” 

“Amazon’s newest investment in Illinois is a 
commitment to the future of our state,” Illinois 
Gov. Bruce Rauner said in a statement. “Amazon 
brings more than a thousand great paying jobs to 
Madison County and strengthens Illinois’ position 
as a national hub for distribution and logistics. 
We are excited Amazon has again chosen our 
state and continues to be a growing partner in 
economic development in the Land of Lincoln. 
This growth represents the type of results possi-
ble when state economic development is focused 
on a long-term strategy, as the newly formed 
ILBEDC is doing with the Department of Com-
merce and Economic Opportunity.”  

 Both fulfillment centers will span more 
than 700,000 square-feet each where employees 
will pick, pack and ship items for customers. One 
of the buildings will specialize in handling larger 
items like big-screen televisions, sports equip-
ment or kayaks and the other building will handle 
smaller items such as books, toys and electron-
ics. 
 Full-time employees at Amazon receive 
competitive hourly wages and a comprehensive 
benefits package, including healthcare, 401(k)  

and company stock 
awards starting on 
day one, as well as 
generous maternity 
and parental leave 
benefits. 
 Amazon 
also offers employ-
ees innovative programs like Career Choice, where it 
will pre-pay 95 percent of tuition for courses related 
to in-demand fields, regardless of whether the skills 
are relevant to a career at Amazon. Since the pro-
gram’s launch, employees are pursuing degrees in 
game design and visual communications, nursing, IT 
programming and radiology, to name a few. 
 Mayor Hal Patton of Edwardsville stated, 
“We would like to thank Amazon for selecting Ed-
wardsville as the location for their newest fulfillment 
centers. The construction of these two enormous 
warehouse buildings in the Gateway and Lakeview 
Commerce Centers will employ hundreds of construc-
tion professionals and bring over 1,000 full-time jobs 
to our region. The professional staffs from the City of 
Edwardsville, Madison County and the State of Illinois 
worked seamlessly with our local developers to deliv-
er a much needed employment opportunity for our 
talented workforce. We are excited to show Amazon 
the quality of life that makes Edwardsville a great 
place to live, work and play.” 
 Madison County Board Chairman Alan J. Dun-
stan applauded the news from Amazon. He said Madi-
son County’s premiere location and transportation 
network was key to attracting one of the world's larg-
est e-commerce retailers. “We are excited that Ama-
zon is coming to Madison County. We look forward to 
them becoming part of our community and we wel-
come the job opportunities for our residents.” 

 Amazon is now hiring for management posi-
tions at the Edwardsville fulfillment centers. Addition-
al details can be found at www.amazondelivers.jobs. 
To learn more about working at an Amazon fulfillment 
center, visit www.workatamazonfulfillment.com. 

- Courtesy Illinois Business Journal  

Photo Courtesy Amazon 
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 Madison County Board voted at its June monthly meeting to award 
$600,000 in Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) as part of the 
larger $2,753,393 CDBG budget for fiscal year 2016 to communities within 
Madison County on a competitive basis for infrastructure type project. 
The county also voted to approve administering $919,519 HOME Invest-
ment Partnerships Program (HOME) funds for local housing type projects. 
 The appropriations are part of the county’s FY 2016 Community 
Development Action Plan that will get submitted to the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Along with CDBG and HOME 
funds, the county also will receive $425,863 for Madison County projects, 
$670,970 to allocate to the City of Alton for housing improvements, and 
$512,881 for the City of Granite City for similar improvements. 
 Numerous communities submitted proposals to receive CDBG 
funding this round. The County’s Community Development Department 
has developed a point system that guaranteed four projects with funding. 
The point system takes into account such things as a project’s priority, 
impact and whether a community has received CDBG funding in recent 

years.  
 The following projects were selected to receive $100,000 as part of 
the CDBG competitive grant process:  

  Fort Russell Township Water main replacement;  

  City of Edwardsville 3rd Ave. drainage improvements;   

  Village of Worden N. Lincoln drainage improvements; 

  Chouteau Township Oldenburg Road drainage improvements;  

  Village of Hartford Market St.  water main replacement ; and 

  Village of South Roxana sanitary sewer pump replacement.  
 The $670,970 for the City of Alton includes funding for infrastructure 
improvements, demolition, code enforcement, residential rehabilitation, acqui-
sitions in the Hunterstown neighborhood and the City’s Summer Youth Pro-
gram, among others. Likewise, the City of Granite City will use their $512,881 
for similar type projects.  Alton and Granite City qualify for CDBG’s Entitlement 
Program, which allocates money based on community needs, including the 
extent of poverty, population, housing overcrowding, age of housing, and pop-
ulation growth lag in relationship to other metropolitan areas. 

County Awards Community  

Development Grants 

Public Comments on Annual Action Plan 
Madison County Community Development is preparing to submit its 2016 An-
nual Action Plan to the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME programs.   
Public Meetings:  

 July 11, 2016- Madison County Administration Building at 157 N. Main 
St., Edwardsville, IL @ 3:30pm 

 July 12, 2016 - Hamel Village Hall - Council Chambers, 111 S. Old Rt. 66    
Hamel, IL  @ 6:45pm 

 July 21, 2016 - Chestnut Health Systems, Continuum of Care Mtg.,                 
50 Northgate Industrial Dr., Granite City @  9:30am  

 July 25, 2016 - Alton City Hall Council Chambers, 101 E. 3rd St., Alton  
          @  7:00pm  
A copy of the Draft Annual Action Plan can be found at       
http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/
publications.php starting on July 11, 2016.  Comments regarding our Action 
Plan are strongly encouraged.  Please submit your comments in writing by 
August 8, 2016 to:   
Lisa Mersinger, Madison County Community Development, 130 Hillsboro Ave., 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 or lmmersinger@co.madison.il.us . 

On February 
8, 2016, Mary Ross 
joined the Community 
Development team as a 
Planner I-Transitional 
Housing Team Mem-
ber.   

In her new 
position, Ross focuses 
on community out-
reach, homelessness 
prevention and transi-
tional housing support. 
Ross’s largest project 
so far was coordinating 
the Madison County 
Poverty Summit, 
“Combating Poverty: educating the Community”. 
The Poverty Summit was a data-driven discussion 
on homelessness  problems and potential solu-
tions. Community Development enlisted the as-
sistance of the SIUE Institute for Urban Research 
to collect and analyze local data which guided the 
subject matter for discussion. The intended out-
comes from the event included increased collabo-
ration between the participants, broader under-
standing of the barriers faced by low income fam-
ilies and greater public awareness of the issues 
surrounding poverty. The audience for the event 
was comprised of local not-for-profits, govern-
ments, business owners, faith-based groups, law 
enforcement, and educators.  
 “Mary brings with her a wealth of expe-
rience in both the for-profit and not-for-profit 
sectors.  She has a lot of experience in managing 
large scale events and projects and was a great 
asset to us in developing Madison County’s first 
Poverty Summit,” said Community Development 
Administrator Frank Miles. 
 “Her experience includes writing and 
getting grants, which is important in today’s gov-
ernment financial condition,” Miles said.  “Ross 
is an action-oriented self-starter and has the abil-
ity to get an assignment, take it and run with it 
until it’s done.” 
 Ross joined the Edwardsville Township 
team in 2014 as the MPA intern before graduat-
ing from Southern Illinois University Edwards-
ville with a Bachelor’s degree in Mass Communi-
cations and a Master’s degree in Public Admin-
istration & Policy Analysis.   
 A native of Belize, Central America, 
Ross lived in Chicago until she moved to Ed-
wardsville to attend SIUE.  She attended Roose-
velt High School in Chicago, IL. 

For more information about what is happening at 
MCCD and Amazon, please visit our website! 
http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/
community_development/index.php 

http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/publications.php
http://www.co.madison.il.us/departments/community_development/publications.php
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Fewer Permits Issued, but Increase In 

Value for Madison County  

Madison County, Utility to Distribute Free Air Conditioners 

 Madison County announced that in the first quarter of 2016, it issued approxi-

mately 1,250 commercial and renovation construction permits for projects valued at 

more than $41.86 million, an increase of more than $313,000 from the first quarter of 

2015. 

 Madison County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan said despite an increase in the value 

of the projects, the number of building permits issued was down slightly from the previ-

ous year.      

 “When the dollar value of construction permits goes up, even with a decrease in 

the number of permits, it means residents and local businesses are taking on larger pro-

jects,” Dunstan said. “It signifies both homeowners and developers are making bigger 

investments in Madison County.”   

 The total valuation for residential construction and renovation projects climbed by more than $1.6 million and $1.3 million, 

respectively. This quarter, 51 residential new construction permits were issued by Madison County municipalities and 29 were issued in 

unincorporated Madison County, including Hamel and Grantfork.   

 Dunstan said the increase in cost investments is indicative of the county’s positive growing economic environment.   

 “Where people put their money, they put their trust,” he said. “Residents in Madison County are putting more investments into 

their homes and properties, helping reinforce the economic viability of the county.” 

 Although commercial renovations were down slightly, the overall dollar valuation of projects increased by more than $3 mil-

lion.  The valuation of all commercial new construction projects totaled $5,328,158 in Madison County municipalities and $1,715,547 in 

unincorporated Madison County, including Hamel and Grantfork. 

Gateway Commerce Center warehouse under construction.  

 Madison County Community Development will join with Ameren Illinois to distrib-

ute 60 air conditioners to county households in need.  The project is part of Ameren Cares, a 

program that will distribute 500 total air-conditioning units throughout the Ameren Illinois 

territory this summer.     

 Madison County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan said the program serves to help resi-

dents stay safe in warmer temperatures. 

“As we head into the summer months of high heat and humidity, the Ameren Cares pro-

gram will keep 60 households safe and cool this summer,” Dunstan said. 

 “The extreme temperatures we experience in the Midwest are particularly danger-

ous to senior citizens and the very young,” he said. “During periods of high temperatures, 

we hope county residents will frequently check on family members, friends and neighbors 

to ensure they are safe.” 

 To kick off the distribution, Ameren hosted an event on Wednesday, June 15, at the Ameren Illinois Operating Center in Alton. 

Some households will receive units at this event, and the rest will be distributed by Madison County Community Development in the 

days following. All units are meant to be distributed before Aug. 1. 

 Recipients of the air-conditioning units are determined based on actors related to need and risk. Low-income families as well as 

senior citizens and disabled customers are given consideration following guidelines developed by Madison County Community Develop-

ment. Special consideration is given to senior, the severely disabled, households with children younger than 5, low-income families and 

veterans who qualify for the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 

 Households are considered on an application basis. Application appointments started June 16. Those interested in applying can 

call (618) 296-6485 to make an appointment.   

 Madison County Community Development Administrator Frank Miles said the Community Development office is working to 

ensure each unit is placed properly.   “The staff at Community Development will determine which households have the highest risk and 

the most need as part of our efforts to assist county residents as much as possible,” he said.   

 This number of air conditioners donated to residents as part of the Ameren Cares program has grown from its inaugural year, 

when 300 units were distributed to residents in need. Ameren Cares originated in 2013 as an initiative to connect Ameren with its cli-

ents and the communities it serves through volunteering and charitable giving.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjCpOjJnaXNAhVYOVIKHSlcD50QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.opus-group.com%2FOurNews%2FFiledUnder%2FSpec-Development&psig=AFQjCNFU2Lko04S8N4gHqbWh49FtRLSODA&ust=146591
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Energy Efficiency Conservation Loan Program 

County Awards $1.35 Million in Park Grants to 30 Municipalities  
& Park Districts 

 Madison County Community Development has funds that have revolved from the Energy 
Efficiency Conservation Block Grant originally sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy.  Loan 
funds for energy efficiency improvement projects are available on an application basis for local gov-
ernments in Madison County.  The funds are available for local governments wishing to retrofit their 
facilities for heightened energy efficiency. 
 These funds offer up to $100,000 with zero percent interest, up to 7 years, for projects that 
qualify as energy efficiency projects.  The amount loaned can depend on the cost of the project, the 
public benefits provided by the project, and the local government’s financial needs.  The Energy Effi-
ciency Loan Program provides an opportunity to improve buildings and reduce future utility bills.  
Ultimately, the projects funded by these loans will save money for Madison County municipalities. 
 Since funds are limited, each application will be evaluated and scored by Madison County 
Community Development.  Depending on project costs and availability, the two or three highest 
scorers will receive loan funds.  
 Projects eligible for identification as Energy Efficiency Projects fall into one of five categories:  

  Energy efficiency retrofits; 

  Energy efficiency and conservation programs for buildings and facilities;  

  Energy distribution;  

  Re-education and capture of methane and greenhouse gases, and  

  Miscellaneous, appropriate activities.  
Other qualifications are as follows:  

  The local government must use a qualified firm to conduct an energy audit and must prioritize energy efficiency as the 
            cheapest, cleanest, and fastest way to meet energy demand; 

 The project must increase energy efficiency, reduce energy consumption, and reduce energy costs through efficiency  
   improvements in buildings and other appropriate sectors.   

 Interested parties must submit an application no later than August 1, 2016.  For more information, please contact Peggy 
(Margaret) Dugger at mmdugger@co.madison.il.us or 618/296-4383. 

 Acting on the recommendation of the Madison County Park and Recreation Grant Commission, the County Board unanimously 
voted Wednesday to authorize the distribution of 30 Park Enhancement Grants totaling $1,343,398.66 to municipalities and park dis-
tricts in the county.   

The grants awarded by the Grant Commission will be enhanced through revenue provided by the cities, villages and townships 
to finance more than 90 projects throughout the county.  The projects funded by the grants range from water parks to walking paths, 
from baseball and soccer fields to tennis and pickle ball courts.  The grants funds are also being used to repair park facilities and mainte-
nance equipment. 
 “While there are countless reasons to be proud of Madison County, I am particularly proud of our extensive system of bicycle 
and walking trails managed and maintained by Madison County Transit (MCT), and the hundreds of parks found throughout our great 
county,” stated Madison County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan.   

“Every day of the year in parks throughout Madison County you can find peo-
ple of all ages bicycling, skating and swimming, playing baseball and softball, or simply 
sitting on a park bench enjoying watching ducks on a lake and enjoying a sunny day,” 
continued Dunstan.  “Our great parks enhance our quality of life and make Madison 
County an even better place to live and raise a family.”  

In the more than 15 years since the Park Enhancement Program was created, 
more than $20 million in grants have been awarded to support and enhance the coun-
ty’s community parks.  The Madison County Park and Recreation District was created by 
a vote of Madison County residents in November, 2000.  The district is funded by a 
1/10th of one percent sales tax which is administered by the Madison County Communi-
ty Development department operating under the direction of the Madison County Park 
and Recreation Grant Commission.   
 Frank Miles, administrator of Madison County Community & Economic Devel-
opment, said something frequently overlooked is the economic benefits of a successful park program.  “The parks create jobs for hun-
dreds of Madison County residents of all ages,” Miles said.   

“Parks and recreational facilities for use by employees and their families are important to companies looking to locate a busi-
ness or facility in a particular area, and the fact that Madison County has excellent parks can be the deciding factor,” stated Miles. 

New Park Equipment purchased for Nameoki Township  Community Park 

mailto:mmdugger@co.madison.il.us
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+for+energy+efficiency&view=detailv2&&id=BBB362B8B13A22D74614C2D7CA19096668AA9BD9&selectedIndex=3&ccid=tk9a5dnV&simid=608014327584326527&thid=OIP.Mb64f5ae5d9d53cc5ce57a3cc04a2a9fcH0

